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Detailed Report 

1. Name of invention 
optical coordinate input device 

2. Sphere of patent request 
(Claim 1) 

This invention is concerning an optical coordinate input device which has the 
following characteristics: 

At optical coordinate input device 1) is set up on picture image display device; 2) 
a parallel light path has a light detecting step; 3) a light-emitting body is contained in the 
light path; 4) this light-emitting body emits light when a predetermined position on the 
picture image display device is irradiated by the light source; 5) this light is detected by 
the light-detecting step and the position of the light source on the picture image display 
device is detected. 

There is a filter between the picture image display device and the light path which 
has an absorbing area corresponding to the wavelength of the light-emitting body. Lights 
that emitted from the picture image display device which is in the wavelength area of the 
light-emitting body is absorbed by the filter. 

3. Detailed explanation of the invention * 

(Technical field of this invention) 

This invention is concerning an optical coordinate input device which is placed on 
a screen such as a personal computer display. It detects the coordinate position input by 
the operator. This position information is used to select information such as menu items 
on the display. 

(Prior art) 

The applicants of this patent suggested an optical coordinate input device of the 
light path type which contains a substance with a characteristic wavelength that is 
common to the light-emitting area and absorbing area, for example, coumalin 6 (C6) 
(manufactured by Wako Junyaku K.K.) is a fluorescent light-emitting substance in the 
light path which has been used as a light detecting material in the past. 

This kind of optical coordinate input device is placed on the screen of a display 
device such as for a personal computer, and it is often used for detecting coordinate 
position input by the operator for selecting information such as menu items from the 
display. 

Figure 5 is a cross section of an optical coordinate input device on the display. As 
shown in figure 5, when a certain position on the display 2 is lighted up by the light pen 

4. a fluorescent substance 8 emits light in the light path 6 which is arranged on the display 
2. The fluorescent light is transmitted through the light path 6. Then it is detected by a 
detector 10, and the position of the light pen 4 is detected. 
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Figure 2 is a graph which shows the light-emitting properties of the pixels 12 on 
the display 2. The vertical axis is the relative radiation energy, and the horizontal axis is 
the wavelength (mm). 

Figure 3 is a graph which shows the absorbing properties of coumarin 7 which is 
the fluorescent substance 8. 

As shown in figure 2 and figure 3, the graph of the emission of the display 2 and 
the graph of the absorption of coumarin 6 overlap between 350 to 600 nm wavelength. 

Meanwhile, the display 2 is luminous over its entire surface. When a pixel 12 on 
the display 2 which is different from the position of the light pen 4 emits light, the 
absorbing feature of display 2 (figure 2) and absorbing feature of fluorescent substance 14 
(figure 3) overlap at 350 to 600 nm wavelength. Therefore, light emitted from the pixel 
12 is received by the fluorescent substance 14 and light emitted by the fluorescent 
substance 14 is detected by the detector 10. However, this step also detects light emitted 
from fluorescent substance 14 outside the position irradiated by the light pen 4. The 
accuracy of such an optical coordinate input device is reduced. 

(Object) 

Therefore, the object of this invention is to an offer optical coordinate input 
device of the in light introducing type which is simple and has high accuracy in order to 
solve these problems. 

(Construction) 

In order to attain the above object, this invention has the following characteristics: 
There is a filter between the picture image display device and the light path which 
has an absorbing area corresponding to the wavelength of the light-emitting body. Lights 
that emitted from the picture image display device which is in the wavelength area of the 
light-emitting body is absorbed by the filter. 

(Example of practice) 

In the following, one example of practice of this invention is going to be 
explained in details based on figures. 

Figure 1 is a side view of the optical coordinate input device of the light 
introducing type in one example of practice of this invention. Symbols have the same 
meanings as for the former optical coordinate input device shown in figure 5. In this 
example of practice, there is a filter 16 between the light path 6 and display 2 which 
shows the absorption shown in figure 4. 

As shown in figure 3 and figure 4, the absorption of the fluorescent substance 8, 
14 and the absorption of the filter 16 overlap at approximately 600 nm wavelength. 

Meanwhile, light emitted from a pixel 12 of the display 2 with the emission 
shown in figure 2 passes through the filter 16. As a result, light with approximately 600 
nm wavelength is absorbed. Even if it reaches the fluorescent substance 14 in the light 
path 6, since the light is over 600 nm wavelength, the fluorescent substance will not emit 
light because the fluorescent substance 14 does not absorb light over 600 nm wavelength. 

Thus, fluorescent light 14 will be emitted as a result of light emitted from the 
pixel 12. 
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(Effects of this invention) 

As explained in detail above, there is a filter between the picture image display 
device and light path which has an absorption spectrum that contains the absorption 
spectrum of the light-emitting body. Of all the light emitted from the picture image 
display device, only light in the wavelength range of the light-emitting body is absorbed 
by the filter. Therefore, the optical coordinate reading device of this invention can 
perform reading of coordinates with high accuracy. 

4. Simple explanation of figures 

Figure 1 side view of the optical coordinate input device of the light introducing type 
according to this example of practice. 

Figure 2 graph which shows emission of the display device such as a CRT. 
Figure 3 graph which shows absorption of the fluorescent substance. 
Figure 4 graph which shows absorption of the filter. 

Figure 5 side view of an optical coordinate input device of the light introducing type from 
the prior art. 

2: display, 4: light pen, 6: light path, 8, 14: fluorescent substance, 10: light detecting step, 
12: pixel, 16: filter 

Assigned representative: Johei Yamashita, patent attorney 
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